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Philosophy Preliminary Exam Syllabus

Philosophy of Science with Realism

This syllabus covers four topics of central importance to the epistemology of
science. You ask what makes something a scientific explanation, what is
required for observations to support (confirm) scientific theories, whether
successful prediction is a better indicator of truth than post hoc
accommodation, and whether the success of a scientific theory in predicting
observations is a reason to believe its claims about unobservables are true.
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